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Course Competency Learning Outcomes 

Competency 1: The student will understand how 
to select and administer appropriate assessments 
and analyze data to inform reading instruction to 
meet the needs of all students using a systematic 
problem solving process by: 

• Communication 

• Numbers / Data 

• Cultural / Global Perspective 

• Computer / Technology Usage 

1. Applying measurement concepts and 
characteristics of reading assessments. 
2. Recognizing the purposes of various informal 
assessments (e.g., informal reading inventories, 
analyzing writing samples) including an emphasis 
on matching reader to text. 
3. Recognizing the purpose of various formal 
assessments including the differences between 
norm-referenced and criterion-referenced 
assessments and how to interpret data reports. 
4. Identifying the meaning of test reliability, 
validity, and standard error of measurement and 
describing major types of derived scores from 
standardized tests. 
5. Demonstrating knowledge of the 
characteristics, administration, and interpretation 
of both quantitative and qualitative instructional 
assessments (to include each of the following: 
screening, progress monitoring, diagnosis and 
outcome measures). 
6. Analyzing data to identify trends that indicate 
adequate progress in student reading 
development. 
7. Recognizing how to use data within a 
systematic problem solving process to 
differentiate instruction, intensify intervention 

  

LAE 4211 Methods and Resource for Literacy Development in Young Children 

Course 

Description:  

The student will utilize a variety of assessment tools to measure and evaluate literacy in 
a K-3 setting. The student will learn to create and administer informal assessments, 
evaluate results, and differentiate instruction encompassing the reading components. 
Twenty hours of clinical experience and 1 observation required. (3-hour lecture) 
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and meet the needs of all students. (e.g., grouping 
practices, appropriate curriculum materials). 
8. Identifying appropriate criteria for selecting 
materials to include in portfolios for monitoring 
student progress over time. 
9. Identifying interpretive issues that may arise 
when assessments in English are used to measure 
reading proficiency in English language learners. 
10. Identifying appropriate assessments and 
accommodations for monitoring reading progress 
of all students. 
11. Identifying and implementing appropriate and 
allowable accommodations as specified in the 
Individual Education Plan or 504 Plan when 
assessing students with disabilities in the area of 
reading. 

Competency 2: The student will have a broad 
knowledge of students from differing profiles in 
order to understand and apply research-based 
instructional practices by differentiating process, 
product, and context by:  

• Communication 

• Cultural / Global Perspective 

• Computer / Technology Usage 

1. Applying knowledge of socio-cultural, socio-
political, and psychological variables to 
differentiate reading instruction for all students. 
2. Identifying the stages of English language 
acquisition for English language learners and 
differentiating reading instruction for students at 
different levels of English language proficiency. 
3. Applying current theories of second language 
acquisition to differentiate instruction for English 
language learners of diverse backgrounds and 
various levels of prior education. 
4. Identifying factors impeding student reading 
development in each of the reading components 
or the integration of these components. 
5. Recognizing how characteristics of both 
language and cognitive development impact 
reading proficiency. 
6. Recognizing the characteristics of proficient 
readers to more effectively differentiate 
instruction. 
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7. Comparing language, cognitive, and reading 
acquisition of different age groups (primary, 
intermediate, secondary levels) and abilities. 
8. Selecting and using developmentally 
appropriate materials that address sociocultural 
and linguistic differences. 
9. Planning for instruction that utilizes increasingly 
complex print and digital text, embeds 
assessment, includes scaffolding, and provides re-
teaching when necessary for individuals and small 
groups. 
10. Differentiating reading instruction for English 
language learners with various levels of first 
language literacy. 
11. Scaffolding instruction for students having 
difficulty in each of the components of reading. 
12. Implementing a classroom level plan for 
monitoring student reading progress and 
differentiating instruction. 
13. Monitoring student progress and using data to 
differentiate instruction for all students. 
14. Implementing research-based practices in 
comprehension, oral language, phonological 
awareness, phonics, fluency and vocabulary to 
differentiate instruction for all students. 
15. Implementing research-based instructional 
practices for developing students’ higher order 
thinking. 
16. Implementing research-based instructional 
practices for developing students’ ability to read 
critically. 
17. Implementing research-based instructional 
practices using writing to develop students’ 
comprehension of text. 
18. Implementing appropriate and allowable 
instructional accommodations as specified in the 
Individual Education Plan or 504 Plan when 
differentiating instruction for students with 
disabilities. 
19. Modifying assessment and instruction for 
students with significant cognitive disabilities 
while maintaining high expectations for 
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achievement that reflect appropriate levels of 
access to general education instruction. 

Competency 3: The student will demonstrate 

knowledge of language elements used for 

effective oral and written communication by:  

• Communication 

• Numbers / Data 

• Critical thinking 

• Information Literacy 

• Computer / Technology Usage 

1. Distinguishing among the developmental stages 
of writing (e.g., drawing, scribbling, letter-like 
formations, strings of letters). 
2. Identifying developmentally appropriate writing 
strategies for developing concepts of print and 
conventions, including spelling and punctuation. 
3. Determining the stages of the writing process 
(e.g., prewriting, editing, publishing). 
4. Identifying and distinguishing characteristics of 
various modes of writing (e.g., narrative, 
expository, persuasive, descriptive). 
5. Selecting and analyzing the appropriate mode 
of writing for a variety of occasions, purposes and 
audiences, and using textual support, reader 
response, and research as needed. 
6. Identifying developmentally appropriate 
strategies for enhancing writer’s craft (e.g., 
supporting details, dialogue, transition words). 
7. Determining effective strategies for 
comprehension and collaboration (e.g., following 
multiple-step directions, following group rules, 
participating in group discussions). 
8. Identifying key elements in students’ 
presentations of ideas (e.g., visual and digital 
components, organization of ideas, clarity of 
thought). 
9. Analyzing the increasing complexity of 
conventions of English (e.g., common 
prepositions, personal and possessive pronouns, 
compound and complex sentences). 
10. Comparing characteristics and uses of formal 
and informal language (e.g., oral, written). 
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Competency 4: The student will demonstrate 

knowledge of assessments to inform literacy 

instruction by: 

• Numbers / Data 

• Critical thinking 

• Information Literacy 

• Computer / Technology Usage 

1. Identifying appropriate oral and written 
methods for assessing individual student progress 
in reading and writing (e.g., fluency probes, 
conferencing, rubrics, running records, portfolios). 
2. Interpreting and analyzing data from informal 
and formal reading assessments using qualitative 
and quantitative measures (e.g., screening, 
progress monitoring, diagnostic) to guide 
differentiated instruction. 

  

Competency 5: The student will know, and apply 

concepts, research, best practices, and evidenced-

based strategies to plan classroom instruction in a 

supportive learning environment for ELLs. The 

teacher will plan for multilevel classrooms with 

learners from diverse backgrounds using a 

standards-based ESOL curriculum by: 

• Communication 

• Numbers / Data 

• Critical thinking 

• Cultural / Global Perspective 

• Computer / Technology Usage 

1. Planning for integrated standards-based ESOL 
and language sensitive content instruction. 
2. Creating supportive, accepting, student-
centered classroom environments. 
3. Planning differentiated learning experiences 
based on assessment of students’ English and L1 
proficiency and integrating ELLs’ cultural 
background knowledge, learning styles, and prior 
formal educational experiences. 
4. Planning learning tasks for particular needs of 
students with limited formal schooling (LFS). 
5. Planning for instruction that embeds 
assessment, includes scaffolding, and provides re- 
teaching when necessary for individuals and small 
groups to successfully meet English language and 
literacy learning objectives. 

  
 

Competency 6: The student will apply knowledge 
of instructional delivery and facilitation through a 
comprehensive understanding of subject matter 
by: 

• Numbers / Data 

• Critical thinking 

• Information Literacy 
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1. Aligning instruction with state-adopted 
standards at the appropriate level of rigor. 
2. Sequencing lessons and concepts to ensure 
coherence and required prior knowledge. 
3. Designing instruction for student to achieve 
mastery. 
4. Selecting appropriate formative assessments to 
monitor learning. 
5. Using diagnostic students data to plan lessons. 
6. Developing learning experiences that require 
students to demonstrate a variety of applicable 
skills and competencies. 

 

 

 

Course Competency 7: The student will utilize a 
deep and comprehensive knowledge of the 
subject taught by: 

• Communication 

• Critical thinking 

• Information Literacy 

• Computer / Technology Usage 

1. Delivering engaging and challenging lessons. 
2. Deepening and enriching students’ 
understanding through content area literacy 
strategies, verbalization of thought, and 
application of the subject matter. 
3. Identifying gaps in students’ subject matter 
knowledge. 
4. Modifying instruction to respond to 
preconceptions or misconceptions. 
5. Relating and integrating the subject matter with 
other disciplines and life experiences. 
6. Employing higher-order questioning 
techniques. 
7. Applying varied instructional strategies and 
resources, including appropriate technology, to 
provide comprehensible instruction and to teach 
for student understanding. 
8. Differentiating instruction based on an 
assessment of student learning needs and 
recognition of individual differences in students. 
9. Supporting, encouraging, and providing 
immediate and specific feedback to students to 
promote student achievement. 
10. Differentiating instruction based on an 
assessment of student learning needs and 
recognition of individual differences in students. 
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11. Utilizing student feedback to monitor 
instructional needs and to adjust instruction. 

 


